
5.   gateways

you arrived

locations

Celebrating the entrance into the
downtown area is accomplished with
a gateway consisting of two large columns
placed on opposite sides of the street.

Each column consists of a unique icon,
a curved “downtown renton” that can be
rotated to accomodate the different
road widths of the gateway locations
to form an arch, and an interpretive element 
at the base for pedestrians. The interpretation
presents information relating to the icon.

1. Rainier ave & S 3rd Street 
2. Airport Way & Logan Ave S
3. Bronson Way
4. Main Ave & S 4th Street 
5. Burnett & S 4th Street 
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The great blue heron as described i
largest North American heron standin
2 ft. (60 cm.) tall and 3 - 4.5 ft. (97-137 
long, weighing up to 5.5 pounds (2.5 kg). It 
a 6 ft. (1.8m) wingspan and while in flight tucks its neck 
a characteristic S-shape, with its long legs trailing along th
body axis. It has a slow deep wing beat and frequently cal
deep croaking fraaahnk. Distinctive field marks include a 
grayish body and white face and crown with wide black b
terminating in usually two plumes, and yellowish bill, lon
tapered.  Juveniles are brownish, with gray crowns and no
plumes. 
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Dec emb e r  Morn i n g
What was it? An upright gray umbrella, furled? 
          On spindly legs circling the po
Where splotches of raw sky reflected
           in the dark water sheer as glass
Where beauty was so stark
          it hurt the widened eye? 

Where suffused with that strange joy 
that overcame us often we stood at the tall window
arms around each other’s waist, 
      as if such comical birdness 
      were a blessing of our lives.
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letters will be painted
light with dark sides to
accomodate bright and
dark days and ensure
proper legibility.
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